Telemedicine and the New Children's Hospital (Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children).
Telemedicine is an important factor in the future strategy of the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children. As a state, national and international centre of excellence, it is the hospital's role to assist in the development of the best child health services. An important aim is to provide easy access to a full range of paediatric services through the provision of a comprehensive telemedicine service, which encompasses videoconferencing and tele-imaging, and positions the child as the centre of service provision. Experience so far suggests that in Australia, as in other countries, the adoption of telemedicine may outstrip the ability of the legislative and administrative frameworks to keep pace. Thus, the enablers appear to be cultural and technological while the obstacles are rooted in the way in which health systems are financed and administered.